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The history of the Texas Academy of Science (TAS)  is complex, intriguing, and has its 

roots in antiquity. The purpose of the author writing this document is because the TAS 

history involves some interesting and important characters in the development of Texas 

science, and there are some elements of our history that I believe every member should 

be aware of. The Board of Directors of the Texas Academy of Science approved the 

writing of the TAS history and created the TAS Historian position in 2009, and I have 

been studying and scanning the historical TAS documents, and writing the history since 

that time. The early history has some ambiguity associated with it, as there are some 

conflicting reports of the history by the publications of the Academy from different times. 

However, there is enough common documentation on many elements about the formation 

and evolution of the Academy that I have been able to summarize the history.  

 

Historical Documents of the Texas 

Academy of Science

 Baylor University Library – Texas Collection – TAS Archives

 The oldest TAS document is dated 1894 – Inaugural Address 
by the President of the Academy

 The 2nd oldest TAS document is dated 1897 – An Address to 
the TAS by Governor L.S. Ross at TAMU (College Station)

 Next oldest is a Welcome to the TAS – University of Texas 
(Austin) in 1932 – There may be older Transactions

 A comprehensive early history of the TAS was published in 
1945 by S.W. Geiser – The First Texas Academy of Science 
(1880-1887)

 TAS Happenings – 1932: Overview of Re-Founding in 1918

 Annual Meeting Announcement with historical notes – Rice 
University (Houston) 1945: Founded 1892, Reorganized 1928 

 



The history of the academy in segments of time are presented below, 

with summary bullets of important events, milestones, and officers.  
 

The Academy of Science of Texas, 1880-1890 
 

 Formed by university science and math teachers 

 1
st
 president was Texas Governor Roberts in 1980 

 The reorganized Academy in 1982 had stated goals: 

o Mutual improvement of its members 

o Inculcation of a desire and taste for scientific knowledge among the public 

o Preserving examples of the state’s natural history 

o Identification of natural specimens without outside assistance 

o “Fortifying our people against the false analysis of minerals and mineral 

waters” 

 

Texas State Geological and Scientific Association, 1884-89 
 

 Also referred to as the Houston Academy of Science was affiliated with the Texas 

Academy of Science 

 Membership dominated by geologists 

 Its main purpose was to lobby the state legislature to fund a Geological and 

Mineralogical Survey of Texas 

 In 1888, funding was approved for the Texas Survey 

 

The Texas Academy of Science, 1892-1913 
 

 All meetings at UT Austin indicating primary membership from academia 

 Two formal meetings in June and December 

 Ordinary meetings on 1
st
 Sat. from Oct. to May 

 Informal meetings on 3
rd

 Sat. from Oct. to May 

 By 1896, 141 members 

 Published the Texas Academy of Science Transactions and Proceedings 

 

Some titles from the early TAS Transactions/Proceedings 
 

 Brown, S. Leroy. 1913. Bernoulli’s principle and its application to explain the 

curving of a baseball. 

 Dutton, C.E. 1897. The economics of concentrated capital. 

 Halsted, George B. 1896. The culture given by science. 

 Mezes, Sidney E. 1907. The essential difference between man and other animals. 

 Hilgartner, H.L. and Northrup, E.F. 1897. Experiments with X-rays upon the 

blind. 

 

 



Texas Academy of Science, 1929-1988 
 Five professors met in San Antonio and signed a Letters of Incorporation in 1932. 

This event took about a year in planning. 

 Charter members: 

 Charles Adkisson, Physicist, Texas State College for Women 

 Clyde Reed, Biologist, Texas College of Arts and Industries at Kingsville 

 W. Joseph McConnell, Mathematician, North Texas State College 

 John Kern Strecker, Biologist, Baylor Museum 

 Harris Parks, Botanist/Entomologist, Texas A&M Expt. Station, San Antonio 

 

Texas Academy of Science, 1989-2013 
 TAS enters technology age with website, Facebook page, and PowerPoint 

presentations. 

 TAS becomes financially affluent allowing the Academy to promote our mission 

through awards and research grants.  

 The Academy becoming more active proponent of science education through 

support of the Texas Science Olympiad and testimony before Texas Board of 

Education regarding evolution in textbooks.  

 The Academy becomes international by providing grants for Mexican scientist for 

travel expenses to present papers at annual meetings. 

 Annual Meetings setting new records each year for abstract submissions, poster 

presentations, award presentations, and number of participants.  

 TAS donates archives to the Texas Collection at Baylor University, preserving 

our historical documents in perpetuity.  

 

The Texas Journal of Science 
 Quarterly publishing of the Texas Journal of Science (TJS) began in 1949 

 Manuscripts were accepted by any scientist whose paper was approved by the 

Publications Committee 

 Cost of publishing the journal resulted in $8000 debt by 1977. 

 A letter to the membership resulted in $16,000 of donations! 

 More troubles… 

o Membership dropped during the 1980’s due to competition from national 

societies and the “oil bust” that negatively impacted state universities 

 Current membership categories: 

o Senior, science professionals 

o Collegiate, undergraduates and graduates 

o Junior, high school students 

 The Purpose of TAS: 

o “to encourage excellence in science and in science teaching,  

o to stimulate communication among scientists and between scientists and                          

o citizens of the state,  

o and to provide specialists that can be called upon when needed by the                       

      executive and legislative branches of state government or by state      

      agencies.” 



 Historical Documents of the Academy 

with Discussion of Significant Milestones 

 

 
 
"The First Texas Academy of Science [1880-1887]" is the most definitive 

document about the early historical development of the Academy. 1945. 



According to "The First Academy of Science," reprinted from Field & Laboratory, 

January, 1945, Volume XIII, Number 1, the Academy was first formed on October 27, 1980, 

which did not last long. Texas Governor O.M. Roberts was elected President of the Academy at 

that time mainly because of his political stature. A second more serious attempt at founding the 

Academy took place in Austin, Texas in 1882 by Dr. Samuel Buckley and Dr. Franklin Yoakum. 

Dr. Buckley was made President at that time, with Dr. Yoakum serving as Secretary. However, 

Dr. Buckley died in 1883, and apparently Dr. Yoakum preceded him as President, but the 

Academy remained inactive until 1886 when he moved the museum of the Academy from 

Palestine to Tyler, Texas. Dr. Yoakum died in 1891, and the museum collection was salvaged by 

Dr. Robert Hyer, President of Southern Methodist University. There were actually three 

formations of the Texas Academy of Science: first Academy (1880-1887), founded by Buckley, 

Smith, and Yoakum; the second (1892-1912), founded at the University of Texas; and the third 

and present, which dates from 1929. The 1892 organization at the University of Texas continued 

until 1912, having published twelve volumes of Transactions during that time. To complicate the 

historical founding, "The First Academy of Science," also reports that Dr. Edgar Everhart, 

professor of chemistry at the University of Texas is sometimes spoken of as "founder" in 1892, 

and that he was certainly "the first president of the Academy." These conflicts reported as  

Academy Presidents is not discussed in the document, but infers that these conflicts may have led 

to the demise of the organization in 1922. We may never know the exact story of the early history 

of the Academy, but there were publications of the Transactions and these early attempts at 

bringing the scientific community together were an important step in our history and scientific 

collaboration within the state. The re-founders of the Academy in 1929 were reportedly unaware 

of the existence of an earlier organization, and at first approached their founding as a totally new 

founding. However, the "letters in incorporation" of the new Academy make mention of the old 

one, and the numbering of the volumes of the Transactions of the earlier Academy. In fact, Dr. 

J.K. Strecker, Professor of Biology at Baylor University, one of the founders/incorporators of the 

1929 Academy had in 1901 published a paper in the Transactions of the old Academy, and 

therefore was aware of the former formation of the previous Academy in 1882.  

 

 

 
Dr. Franklin Yoakum 

One of Original Founders & Third President of the TAS 



 
 

This article published in "The Texas Outlook," in January 1931, the 

formation of the Academy took place in 1891 by a small group of Texas 

teachers. However, the organization lost support and was aborted in 1912. 

The article goes on to state that the Academy was reformed in 1928 by 

another small group of mostly male teachers with new constitution and by-

laws, giving it legal status. The Academy became affiliated with the 

American Association for the Advancement of Science shortly thereafter.  



                                                                                             

 
 

              Founders of the Re-Organized TAS in 1882, 

who were recognized at the Annual Meeting in 1931. 

This list does not include Drs. Buckley, Yoakum, and 

Smith who were also reported as founders in other 

documents, nor Dr. Everhart, who has also been 

recognized.  



 

 
 

Founders Dinner Honoring those pioneers in the Texas Science 

who forty years ago (prior to 1931, i.e. 1882) organized the Texas 

Academy of Science. 



 
 

This was an address to the Texas Academy of Science by Texas 

Governor L.S. Ross in 1887, at which time he conveyed an 

interesting concept about the value of science. He stated to the 

Academy that "I believe that the world owes more to the great 

inventors than to all its warriors and statesmen, and the prizes of 

the future will be found upon the highway of scientific 

education. 1897." 
 

 



 
 
This article was published in 1932 by the Academy, and provides an update 

on the status, affiliations and membership benefits. It eludes to a re-founding 

of the Academy 14 years previous, which would be 1918, and states that the 

Academy was 41 years old at that time, which would provide a founding in 

1892. That date is consistent with other documentation. The Annual Meeting 

for 1932 was held at Rice University in Houston, Texas.  



 



 
 

The Announcement of the TAS for the Annual Meeting to be held 

at Rice University, Houston, Texas in 1941 provided a perspective 

on the formation of the Academy. According to the 

Announcement, the Academy was founded in 1892, and 

reorganized in 1928.  

 



 
The stationary of the Academy in 1932 states that the Academy was 

organized on January 9, 1892, reorganized on November 29, 1928. 

 

 
The University of Texas welcoming letter the TAS for the 1934 

Annual Meeting stated that the first meeting of the Academy was 

held in 1892 in the university's chemical laboratory.  



 
 

The oldest document in the TAS archives (1894) in Baylor 

University's Texas Collection. This was the Inaugural Presidential 

Address to the Academy. At this time in history, the Inaugural 

Address an other reports were read to the entire Academy.  



                                                                   



    



 
 

The organization of the TAS in 1942 differed from that of today, in that it 

included Branches and Divisions. 

 

 



 
 

This Announcement of the 1941 Annual Meeting of the TAS at Rice 

University in Houston, Texas indicates the Academy in January 1892 and 

Reorganization in November 1928.  

 



 
 

  The Final Program of the TAS 95th Annual Meeting (1992) indicates the founding of the TAS in    

  1982 and charter in 1929.  



Timeline Documentation of Events in the  

History of the Texas Academy of Science 

 

   
 

In this old and tattered 1897 Transaction of the TAS is illustrated an example of scientific papers read to the 

Academy before there was technology for such presentations. These papers were presented at different 

times initially, and later only at annual and regional meetings.  



   
 

The Annual Address by the President of the TAS was another tradition in the early years of the Academy, as provided in 

this example from the 1899 Transactions & Proceeding at the University of Texas (Austin).  



 
 

           Institutional exchange of TAS Transactions & Proceedings was prevalent in the early 

               1900's (Transactions & Proceedings 1908-09), including 15 countries in Europe, 2 in 

               Asia, 1 in Africa, Canada, Mexico, 4 in South America, Australia, and 21 states in the U.S. 

 



 
 

               Regional Meetings began in the 1930's and continued through the 1940's. This TAS  

               1934-35 Proceedings shows three Regional Meetings in South, East, and West Texas.  

               The 1935 Annual Meeting was a two day meeting, and the new Medical Sciences section 

               was created with eight papers presented.  



 
 

             Early TAS organization consisted of many more affiliated societies, local chapters, and  

             Junior Academies than the present organization. There was also a diverse structure of 

             Vice-President positions, which presided over the various Regions in four Sections.  

             Proceedings & Transactions 1935-36. 



   
 

World War II took a toll on the TAS, as stated in these Forwards (Proceedings & Transactions 

1944 & 1945). Publication of TAS documents was slowed by shortage of paper, transportation 

difficulties, emotional strain, and manpower. Many of the papers published during the war had 

to do with the science of warfare.  



 
 

                In 1947 (Transactions 1948), the TAS was entering into its second half century, and                       

                preparing to celebrate that anniversary at the annual meeting, including a newly formed    

                Council on Conservation to coordinate all science programs in all fields of study. The  

                TAS Committees also included one for "Necrology and History," to account for all                          

                deceased TAS members and report on historical events.  



 
 

 

 
 

Advertisements in the Texas Journal of Science were present during the 1950's and 

helped fund publication cost, student awards, and operation cost. They disappeared 

by the early 1960's. 



 
 

Dues letter and announcement of the TAS 1953 Annual Meeting to be held 

at Texas Christian University in Fort Worth, Texas by TAS Membership 

Chair, A.A.L. Mathews.  



   
 

The Annual Convention of the TAS Collegiate Academy at Abilene 

Christian College, Abilene, Texas for 1963. The organizational structure 

for the Collegiate Academy was very complex by today's standards. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Digital Archive of Texas Academy of Science Historical Documents 

 
We are very fortunate that Baylor University's "Texas Collection" housed in the Carroll Library 

Building, which contains the historical documents of the Texas Academy of Science from 1884-

1969. All of the early historical documents were scanned so that the Academy members would 

have access to their history. In addition, all other important documents, such as the Transactions 

and Proceedings pages announcing Annual Meetings, officers, treasury reports, library reports, 

and Presidential Addresses were scanned for the future reference. Finally, a cross section of 

publications from the Transactions and Proceedings were scanned, along with contents of other 

publications so that all interested scientist would have access to these valuable resources. Many 

of these publications are obviously very important, contain significant scientific data, and may be 

of great value to the scientific community. While the archives are a significant resource at the 

Baylor University library's Texas Collection, assess to them is limited and difficult, so making 

them digitally available to the scientific community is considered important. The Texas 

Academy of Science Board of Directors will make a decision on whether to make the digital 

archive available on the Academy's website or by some other means. The digital archives contain 

2,283 files occupying 2.3 gigabytes of memory at this time, and more are to be added over time. 

This is a significant amount of digital documentation, and making it available to Academy 

members and other interested scientist may be a challenge. This data has been segmented by 

decades, beginning with 1800's, 1900-1910, 1911-1920, 1921-1930, etc. until later years, when it 

is segmented into bi-decades segmented into 1971-1990 and 1991-2012. The later years may be 

further segmented at a latter time. However, those years have existing digital data of Academy 

officers, awards, Annual Meeting sites, Treasury/Membership reports, and Texas Journal of 

Science.   

 

Donated Proceedings of Texas Academy of Science for the Archive 
 

The early archives of the Academy have been well preserved by Baylor University (see Texas 

Collection inventory below), but the later documents of the Academy have not been archived. 

Therefore, part of my duties as the TAS Historian were to attempt to obtain donated Proceedings, 

which provide insight into our history. I have been pleased that donations from Dr. Norman 

Horner, Midwestern University; Dr. Jeff Kopachena, Texas A&M University at Commerce; Dr. 

Glenn Longley, Texas State University; and my own archives helped fill in some of the gaps. 

Drs. John Sieben, and Deborah Hettinger contributed significant numbers of Transactions with 

Proceedings and TJS. I wish to acknowledge these TAS members and university professors for 

their important donations to the TAS archives. It is important to point out that our long line of 

TAS Executive Secretaries (most recently Andrew Kasner and Fred Stevens) maintained a 

significant number of Transactions and Proceedings in the TAS archives, and I am very grateful 

to them for essentially serving as TAS archivist until such time that I took over that role. The 

combination of TAS archived and donated Proceedings are listed in my inventory compilation 

below. Thanks to Dr. Bill Quinn's donation a large gap of missing Proceedings between 1949 

and 1990 was filled. The only missing Transactions with Proceedings are for the years 1941-43 

and 1947-48, which hopefully will show up over time. I also want to acknowledge the TAS 

Board of Directors 2009-2013, and especially Dr. Romi Burks, 2011 President, and Andrew 

Kasner, 2011-13 Executive Secretary for coordination and assistance in the TAS History Project.  



Selected TAS Documents in Digital Archives and Texas Collection 
 

It is interesting to read the early TAS Presidential Addresses, and note how past formalities and 

lack of technology (no slide shows, PowerPoint, etc.) in historic times affected presentations and 

how different they were from those of modern times. The published Transactions and 

Proceedings from many years ago are still very important scientific information, and some of 

those are discussed below. It is also interesting to note that the Academy historically had 

international exchange of documents with numerous foreign countries, and in many ways had 

achieved a higher level of stature than the present Academy.  

 

Baylor University Texas Collection staff have accepted TAS request that they receive our 

archived and member donated Proceedings to add to their already early historical documents of 

the Academy. Our TAS Board of Directors approved this transfer of TAS archives at my request, 

and we are very fortunate about this significant historical event in our history. It will insure that 

are the TAS complete archives are in a secure and well maintained library facility that are cared 

for by professional library staff. I have discussed scanning of all of the TAS documents beyond 

what I have already done, which would be a monumental task. The Texas Collection Director, 

John Wilson, Amie Oliver, Coordinator for User and Access Services, and Tiffany Sowell, 

Library Information Specialist, are curators of the TAS collection, and they concur with me that 

scanning all the TAS archives would be an important contribution to science. It may take a lot of 

planning, but it will be done at some point and be available to all TAS members. I believe this 

will be a very useful archive for our members and other scientists. Baylor University has agreed 

to continue scanning documents in the TAS collection through student interns until all these 

historical documents are in comprehensive digital library that can be accessed by scientist on the 

library website.  

 

 

 

 

      
                   TAS Seal of 1952.                                        TAS Seal of 2011 

 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Texas Academy of Science (TAS)  Transactions & Proceedings & Other  

Historic Documents 

 

Inventory of Archived Documents 

Provided Courtesy of Baylor University Texas Collection 

 

Compiled by Raymond C. Mathews, Jr., Historian, TAS 
 

 

 

1887 - Address to TAS by Governor of Texas about value of science (oldest TAS document) 

1891 - Checklist of Texas Birds (Baylor University Bulletin) 

1892 to 1931 - Original 12 Transactions with Proceedings published by the TAS 

1894 - Inaugural Address by TAS President, Address to TAS about need for original science 

1896 - List of Organizations affiliated with TAS 

1897 to 1921 - First series of TAS Transactions published 

1898 - Transactions together with the Proceedings 

1893 to 1895 - Transactions together with the Proceedings 

1901 to 1907 - Transactions together with the Proceedings 

1902 - Inaugural Address by TAS President on applied science 

1913 - Transactions together with the Proceedings 

1915 - Transactions together with the Proceedings, Reptiles & Amphibians of Texas by John Strecker 

1929 - Transactions together with the Proceedings 

1931 - The Texas Outlook (TAS history article), Founders of the TAS 

1932 - Re-Founding of the TAS 

1934 - University of Texas welcoming letter to TAS for annual meeting & historical note 

1940 - The 1st Texas Academy of Science (historical document), Academy Handbook, Affiliated Organizations 

1940 - Historic Walk along the San Antonio River, TAS WWII wartime publications 

1941 - Annual Meeting Announcement at Rice University and historical perspective about TAS founding 

1942 - TAS Organization into Branches & Divisions 

1942 and 1943 - Transactions together with the Proceedings 

1948 - The 1st TAS Newsletter 

1949 - Organization Chart, TJS 

1950 - Membership List 

1951 - Presidential Address about post WWII science, TJS 

1952 - 4th publication of the TJS about Dallas Museum of Natural History 

1953 - Annual Meeting Announcement at TCU, TJS 

1963 - Annual Meeting Announcement of Collegiate Academy at Abilene Christian Academy 

1964 - Annual Meeting Announcement 

1988 - 1st TAS Teachers Guide about science education 

 

 

 



 

 

Texas Academy of Science (TAS)  Transactions & Proceedings 

 

Inventory of Archived and Donated Documents not in the  

Baylor University Texas Collection 

 

Compiled by Raymond C. Mathews, Jr., Historian, TAS 
 

 

 

1896 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1897 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1899 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1905 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1908 and 1909 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1910 to 1912 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1930 to 1931 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1931 to 1932 - Transactions (TAS Archives) 

1932 to 1933  - Transactions (TAS Archives) 

1932 to 1933 - Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1933-1934 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1934 to 1935 - Transactions (TAS Archives) 

1935 to 1936 - Transactions (TAS Archives) 

1936 to 1937 - Transactions (TAS Archives) 

1937 to 1938 - Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1938 and 1939 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (donations by Deborah Hettinger) 

1940 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (donation by John Sieben, Tx Lutheran Univ.) 

1944 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1945 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1946 - Transactions together with the Proceedings (TAS Archives) 

1949 to 1997 - Transactions (donations by Bill Quinn, St. Edwards University) 

1991 - Proceedings (donation by Ray Mathews) 

1992 - Proceedings (donation by Ray Mathews) 

1993 - Proceedings (donation by Ray Mathews) 

1995 - Proceedings (donation by Norman Horner, Midwestern State University) 

1995 to 1998 - Proceedings for each individual year (donation by Jeff Kopachena, TAMU-Commerce) 

1999 - Proceedings (donation by Ray Mathews) 

2000 and 2001 - Proceedings for each individual year (donation by Jeff Kopachena, TAMU-Commerce) 

2002 - Proceedings (donation by Ray Mathews) 

2003 - Proceedings (donation by Ray Mathews) 

2004 - Proceedings (donation by Ray Mathews) 

2005 - Proceedings (donation by Ray Mathews) 

2006 to 2009 - Proceedings for each individual year (donation by Jeff Kopachena, TAMU-Commerce) 

2010 to Present - Proceedings (donation by Ray Mathews) 



  
 

The first Inaugural Address by the President of the Academy, Dr. George Halsted, is also the 

oldest document in the TAS archives. His address was read before the academy without any 

technological aids, and focused on science teaching issues of that era, and shortcomings of the 

understanding of science education that they faced at that time. 

 



 
 

 

This second Presidential address to the Academy in 1897 is the second oldest document in the 

TAS archives. Texas Governor L.S. Ross read his report to the Academy in very flowery 

language, and submitted that he was "contributed in a humble way" to the meeting as non-

scientist. He was the first and last President of the Academy apparently appointed (not elected) 

for his political standing and the benefits that might bring to the Academy. 



 
 

This List of Institutions with which the TAS exchanged publications in 1896 (from 

Transactions) included many foreign countries, and the list goes on for there pages, and included 

Italy, Mexico, Scotland, Germany, and even the United Nations. That exchange continued until 

about 1922. Our present day TAS does not have this international prestige.  



   
 

Transactions of the TAS were bound in different formats, and their archived integrity varies, as 

can be seen from these examples. The Baylor University library staff make a very commendable 

effort to maintain the integrity of the TAS archive. There were twelve Transactions published 

between 1897 and 1921, although there are gaps in the numbering of those Transactions, and not 

all of them may be in the archives. According to Baylor University staff, the archives may in fact 

have all of the Transactions, because volume numbering in early years of many documents were 

not consistent. The "First Academy of Science" document states that there were twelve volumes 

of the Transactions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

The twelve Transactions and Proceedings of the Academy from 1892 to 1931 are listed by the 

Academy in this document, along with the cost for ordering those publications in 1932. 

 



 
 

 

The Inaugural Address by J.C. Nagle in 1902 showed some changes in language from earlier 

Addresses, and diverted from philosophical issues to technical ones that set the tone for the 

remaining years of Academy Addresses.  



 
 

 

Publications like those of John Strecker, Curator of Baylor University Museum, in the TAS 

Proceedings of 1915 have significant scientific merit. Dr. Strecker's published many notable 

papers in the TAS Proceedings, and his influence is probably responsible for moving the TAS 

archives to Baylor University from The University of Texas at Austin. 



 
 

 

 

It is worthy of noting the influence and contributions of Dr. John Strecker, Curator of the Baylor 

University Museum, for thirty years, 1902-1933.  

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

The Academy Handbook, published in 1940, was the first compilation of legal documents, rules, 

regulations, and instruments of the TAS. There are numerous historical documents in this 

publication, thanks to the insight of the contributors to this document. The growing complexity 

and size of the Academy made it important to develop this handbook. 

 



 
 

 

The early years of the Academy was influenced by numerous societies affiliated with the 

Academy. These affiliations from this 1940 Handbook of the Academy were important to the 

operation of the Academy at that time, sharing resources and expertise to more effectively 

proceed with the business of the TAS.  

 



 
 

 

This 1940 historical account of the Missions and Villas along the San Antonio with 

reference mainly to the era of the Mexican-American War. 
 

 



 
 

 

The first TAS Newsletter was published in June, 1948, and provided 

information to members that had long been needed.  



 
 

World War II changed not only the American history, but  also that of the 

TAS. The Social Section of the Academy was very active during the 

1940's, and many of the publications in the Transactions were about the 

war. Those were not ordinary times, and the Academy was involved in a 

technical sense and influenced by the war.  



 
 

Following WWII, the country and the Academy entered a new era of 

advancements in science. The Presidential Address by C.C. Doak in 1951 

reflected on how to take advantage of those "fruits" of science in Texas. 



 
 

 

 
 

The fourth publication of the Texas Journal of Science in 1952 provided a 

definitive description of the Dallas Museum of Natural History collection.  

 



 
 

The TAS 91st Annual Meeting in 1988 prepared a teachers guide to a 

geological component of Northeast Texas as a special Field Guide Series, 

Number 3, in cooperation with National Association of Geology Teachers.  

 

 



   
 

 
Proceedings of the Texas Academy of Science with program table of contents and abstracts began in 1991 

as far as our current archives support. The Program and Abstracts of Papers was the beginning of including 

welcome letters from the TAS President, City Mayor, Chamber of Commerce, and University President. 

The Program showed the sections and presentation times, and helped members plan for presentations of 

interest.  The 95th Annual Meeting Proceedings in 1993 was the first year we have records for the selection 

of a Texas Distinguished Scientist, while both the Texas Distinguished Scientist and Outstanding Educator 

of the Year started two years later in 1995. Several of our Outstanding Educators of the Year went on to 

compete for the Presidential Award for Excellence in Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) 

award, and five Texas teachers have received both awards between 2000-2012. 

 

 



TAS Outstanding Educators of the Year and Presidential Award for Excellence in 

Mathematics and Science Teaching (PAEMST) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

The year 1999 saw the 1st of a series of Texas Organization for Endangered Species (TOES) Symposiums 

that were the most highly attended sessions of annual meetings. When TOES disbanded, I oversaw the 

transfer of funds to the TAS for funding a TAS-TOES student research awards on endangered species, 

which continued through 2011.   

 

                    

TAS OTE PAEMST Name School City Grade 

2000  Theresa Deleon Weeks Sweeny Elementary  Sweeny K-5  

2001 2000 

Cathy Mariotti 

Ezrailson Oak Ridge High School Conroe HS 

2002  Bobette Doerrie Perryton High School Perryton HS 

2003  Beth Ann Brady Hillcrest Elementary School Hillcrest K-5  

2004 2003 Gail Bromiley-McGee 

Carnegie Vanguard High 

School Houston HS 

2005 2004 Kathy Jean Skinner Samuel Beck Elementary Trophy Club 5th  

2006  Sandra Laquey Lamar High School Arlington HS 

2007  Lynn Seman City View Elementary 

Wichita 

Falls 5th 

2008  Carolyn Kelley Barnes Vidor Junior High School Vidor 8th  

2009 2008 Candy Ellard Pillow Elementary School Austin K-6  

2010  Mila Bersabal Lee High School Houston HS 

2011 2010 

Martha Elizabeth 

Fiedler McLeod Fulton Learning Center Rockport 2-6th  

2012  Joy Killough  Westwood High School Round Rock HS 



 
                    The 103rd Annual Meeting in 2000 was the first time in TAS history that the Texas  

                    Distinguished Scientist award went to a research team. Their presentation was very well  

                     received and of great interest by TAS members. 



 
 
 The 105th Annual Meeting in 2002 included a grant from Texas Parks & Wildlife Department, Rob and 

Bessie Wildlife Foundation, Chevron and Texaco; thanks to the efforts of Dr. Larry McKinney, TAS Past-

President. As a result, TAS was able to provide all the expenses for many Mexican scientist which made it 

possible for them to present papers at the meeting. This was the 1st time in TAS history that such a grant 

made it possible to invite papers from our Mexican colleagues.  



   
 

 

Perhaps TAS Past-President, Dr. John Sieben, said it best about the history of the TAS when he stated in his letter from 

the President for the 107th Annual Meeting in 2004 that the objectives of the Academy since the 1880's hold up well 

for today's TAS, and that TAS has remained dedicated to improving our members through networking and 

opportunities. The Mayor of Kerrville published a Proclamation that underscores the steadfast dedication of TAS to 

those objectives. 

 

 



 
 

          The 108th Annual Meeting in 2005 was one of the largest programs in our history with 247 presentations.   

          We  had an International Program Coordinator for this meeting, resulting in an unprecedented presentation  

          of papers by our Mexican colleagues. None of these meetings with all the continued improvements would  

          be possible without the many highly skilled volunteers that are acknowledged each year.  

 

 

 



 
 

Predicting the future of TAS is difficult, as Dr. Damon Waitt states in his Letter of Welcome from the  

President. However, during the 10-years he was a member of the TAS he noticed that the Academy  

became financially stable allowing the TAS to promote their mission through awards and research grants.  

In addition, the Academy is becoming a more active proponent of science education, as evidenced by our 

support of the Texas Science Olympiad and testimony before the State Board of Education regarding 

evolution in textbooks. The Academy is becoming more comfortable with technology, such as with 

PowerPoint presentations, Facebook page, and improvements in our website. Finally and most encouraging 

is the increasing participation by members in the annual meetings. Each year we seem to set new records for 

abstract submissions, poster presentations, awards presented, and number of participants.  

 



 
 

The 2006 Distinguished Scientist was Dr. Eric Pianka, and his "dooms-day" presentation to 

the Academy was one of the most interesting and controversial in our history. Dr. Pianka's 

conceptual contributions have made him internationally famous as an ecologist. His 

presentation held our student members spellbound, while some members were offended by 

his message that humans are destroying the earth. Science is not a discipline that is subject to 

curtailing the message, and the majority of our members appreciated his views.  



 
 

Finally it was my time to serve proudly as the 2009 President of the TAS, and 

found myself involved in another controversial issue involving hearings of the 

Texas State Board of Education about teaching of evolution and our attempts to 

keep creationism and intelligent design out of the concept as a science. While 

many of us consider religion an important issue in our personal lives, our TAS 

Board of Directors recognized that those concepts are not science. Numerous 

TAS scientists helped educate the State Board of Education through our 

testimony about scientific principles and concepts.  



 

 

 

 
 

 

Baylor University Libraries and the Texas Academy of Science jointly 

approved a Gift of all the TAS archives on March 30, 2012, and the Library 

agreed to maintain such collection in perpetuity. This agreement allows for 

the TAS historical collections to be archived in a controlled environment 

that will preserve our historical documents.  
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